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MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2013

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Grand Valley mourns death of Robert Pew II
The Grand Valley community is mourning the
death of longtime supporter Robert C. Pew II,
who died December 22 in Palm Beach, Florida.
He was 89 years old.
Pew supported the university from its
beginning and served on its Board of Control
from 1985-1988. He helped lead the expansion
of Grand Valley into downtown Grand Rapids
by working to secure land and funding that
enabled the creation of the Eberhard Center
and the Meijer Public Broadcast Center, which
are located on what is now the Pew Grand
Rapids Campus.
Pew lent his support to Grand Valley’s new
library project. The Mary Idema Pew Library
Learning and Information Commons is named

for his wife of
60 years, and is
currently under
construction on
the Allendale
Campus.
His son, Robert
C. Pew III, served
on the Board of
Trustees from
1988-1994. He
succeeded his
Robert C. Pew II
father and was
the first alumnus
appointed to the board. Pew’s daughter, Kate
Pew Wolters, currently serves on the board.

“We are so very grateful for Bob Pew’s life of
leadership and service,” President Thomas
J. Haas said. “Bob and his family believe
in education and the promise of future
generations, and they back that belief up with
donations of their time, their talent and their
treasure, and Grand Valley students will benefit
for years to come. This whole community
benefits from Bob Pew’s efforts, and we will
greatly miss him.”
Pew received an honorary doctorate from
Grand Valley and was inducted into the Grand
Valley State University Hall of Fame in 1980.
The Pew Library will open in fall 2013 and,
with the Pew Grand Rapids Campus, will serve
as a lasting tribute to the Pew legacy.

Across Campus
New director named
for Kutsche office

Shell-Weiss said she will build on Tucker’s legacy. In April, the office will
host its annual Local History Roundtable, which brings hundreds of local
researchers together.

Melanie Shell-Weiss, assistant professor of
liberal studies, was named new director of
Grand Valley’s Kutsche Office of Local History.

She said she hopes to further distribution of the local history projects
conducted by researchers who receive grants from the office. She also
hopes to develop more ties with university departments and further
student research.

The announcement was made by Anne Hiskes,
dean of the Brooks College of Interdisciplinary
Studies. Shell-Weiss will assume her new role
effective January 1. She takes over for former
director Veta Tucker, who retired in December.

For more on the Kutsche Office of Local History, visit www.gvsu.edu/
kutsche.

Future builders tour
campus construction sites

Shell-Weiss said the Kutsche Office’s mission
prompted her to apply for the position.
“The office has a specific mission to document
the histories of underserved populations and
to preserve those histories, and that’s what my
research has been about,” she said.

Melanie Shell-Weiss

Since arriving at Grand Valley in 2011, Shell-Weiss has developed two
collaborative, public history projects: “Speaking Out: Western Michigan’s
Civil Rights Histories” and “Young Lords in Lincoln Park.”
Hiskes said Shell-Weiss brings broad experience in public and local
history to the position.
“Melanie is a prolific scholar and has the energy and vision to build on the
work of founding director Veta Tucker,” Hiskes said. “I look forward to
working with Melanie and witnessing the growth and flourishing of the
Kutsche Office under her leadership.”

A group from a local program that teaches young adults about trade jobs
in construction visited two Grand Valley construction sites December 14.
About 12 people from YouthBuild, a 40-week leadership program for
low-income students ages 18-24 that focuses on teaching construction
job skills, toured the L. William Seidman Center and the Mary Idema
Pew Library Learning and Information Commons. Students learned
about many aspects of the construction projects, including engineering,
operations, safety, sustainable aspects and day-to-day tasks.
Amber Fox, director of YouthBuild, said touring the sites at Grand Valley
is a valuable opportunity for Youthbuild students to see a wide range of
trade skills and talk with workers.
James Moyer, associate vice president for Facilities Planning, told the
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
• LGBT Faculty Staff Association Grant: One grant will be awarded to
promote a project that fosters an inclusive community for LGBT faculty
and staff members.

continued from page 1
students there is
always work in the
construction industry,
and that the university
is happy to see
community interest in
Grand Valley projects.

The deadline for proposals is January 15.
Visit the center’s website, www.gvsu.edu/csce and click on “Faculty
Support” for more information.

YouthBuild is going
on its second year
and is a partnership
between Habitat for
Humanity of Kent
County, Bethany
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Christian Services and
Students
from
YouthBuild
tour
the
L.
William Seidman
the U.S. Department
Center during a visit on December 14 that also included
of Labor. Part of the
a stop at the Pew Library construction site.
program helps the
students obtain GEDs
while learning construction job skills by building affordable housing for
low-income families in Kent County. Upon completion of the program,
participants will receive case management services and assistance with
job placement.

CSCE announces
two new funds to support projects
The Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence announced two new
funds that provide support for faculty and staff scholarship.
• Development of Teaching Modules for Responsible Conduct of
Research: This fund will provide up to $1,000 to support development of
a teaching module that may be used in RCR seminars and courses. Topics
could include research misconduct, conflict of interest, research with
animal or human subjects, data acquisition and storage, among others.
The deadline for proposals is February 1.
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University receives incentive check
Grand Valley
received an
incentive rebate
check for $116,280
from Consumers
Energy as part of
the utility’s Energy
Efficiency program,
a key component of
Michigan’s energy
reform law. A check
was presented to
Facilities Services
on November 30.

Pictured from left are Tim Thimmesch and Terry Pahl
from Facilities Services, and Todd Duncan and Lauren
Youngdahl from Consumers Energy.

The university
received the rebate
for installing two new high-efficiency chillers at the Central Utilities
Building on the Allendale Campus. The improvements are expected to
save Grand Valley 195,000 kilowatt hours of electricity annually. The
incentives are offered under the Clean, Renewable, and Efficient Energy
Act of 2008.
Grand Valley has been an active participant in the Energy Efficiency
program. Since 2009, the university has either completed or has
underway 33 projects totaling nearly $300,000 in potential Energy
Efficiency incentives and potentially will save Grand Valley more than 2.6
million kilowatt hours of electricity annually.

GVFaces
Ardiel Hilton
Assistant Vice President
for Inclusion Initiatives
Adriel Hilton brings experience in corporate
and higher education diversity to his new
role as assistant vice president for inclusion
initiatives.
Reporting to Vice President Jeanne Arnold,
Hilton will be responsible for providing
resources and support to enhance Grand
Valley’s inclusion efforts as related to the
strategic plan.
“This position involves a lot of pipeline issues,”
Hilton said. “It relates to students of color
persistence and recruitment, and recruitment
and retention for faculty and staff members of
color.”
Most recently, Hilton worked at Upper Iowa
University, serving as executive assistant to the
president, chief diversity officer and assistant
secretary to the board of trustees.
He said Upper Iowa was the most diverse
university in that state, drawing students from
Chicago and St. Louis, to name a few. It’s a
global campus, Hilton added, with campuses in
the U.S. and Asia.
Hilton earned a doctorate from Morgan State

Adriel Hilton

University in Baltimore, Maryland. While there,
he served as a public policy fellow and worked
for the Greater Baltimore Committee on a
number of projects including writing scripts
for a public affairs cable television program,
marketing and recruiting, and preparing
legislative briefs.
Hilton earned a bachelor’s degree in business
administration from Morehouse College and a
master’s degree in social science from Florida
A&M.
In his free time, Hilton said he enjoys attending
movies and cultural events and playing the alto
saxophone.
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What’s Ahead
Reception set for
Red Wall exhibit
The Padnos International Center will host
a reception for “Life in Uganda,” a series of
photographs now on exhibit at the Red Wall
Gallery in Lake Ontario Hall.
The photos were taken by Ken Vanderwal, staff
member in Facilities Services. Vanderwal has
traveled to Uganda on 13 mission trips since
1994. His photos record daily life of southern
Ugandans who live in villages and cities.
The reception is set for Tuesday, January 8,
from 4-5 p.m. Light refreshments will be
served. Vanderwal’s photos will remain on
exhibition until March 13.
For more information, call the Padnos
International Center at x13898.

Experts to share area
health care predictions
Health care experts and economics faculty
members will share trends and predictions
regarding health care in West Michigan at an
annual summit hosted by Grand Valley.
The 2013 West Michigan Health Care
Economic Forecast is set for Friday, January
11, at the Eberhard Center. The event will run
7:30-9:45 a.m.
The Alliance for Health will sponsor a panel
presentation, “Predictions for Health Care
in 2013,” from 8:45-9:45 a.m., featuring the
following people:
• Jeff Connolly, president West Michigan
operations and managed care, Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan
• Nick Lyon, chief deputy director, Michigan
Department of Community Health
• Dr. John MacKeigan, executive vice president
and chief medical officer, Spectrum Health
• David Seaman, executive vice president,

Michigan Health and Hospital Association
• David Smith, president and CEO, The
Employer’s Association.
The panel will be preceded by a discussion of
area health care trends by economics faculty
members Sonia Dalmia and Paul Isely, at 8 a.m.
Vice Provost for Health Jean Nagelkerk will
provide a welcome.
Breakfast will begin at 7:30 a.m. The summit
is free and open to the public. RSVP online
at www.gvsu.edu/business/events or contact
Jason DeLong at delongj@gvsu.edu or x12729.

Chiaroscuro Series
features
international films
Chiaroscuro is a free film series coordinated by
educators from local universities and members
of the community.
The series of five films, screened at UICA, 2
W. Fulton St., Grand Rapids, begins Sunday,
January 13, and continues on alternate Sundays.
Preceding each film will be a short film written
and produced by local talent, beginning at
2:30 p.m.
This year’s series includes the following
international films:
• January 13: “Earth” is a 1998 film directed
by Deepa Mehta and based on Bapsi Sidhwa’s
novel, Cracking India.
• January 27: “Moolaade” is a 2004 film that
follows a group of determined young women
while they fight for their civil and reproductive
rights against the violent tradition of female
genital mutilation.
• February 10: “The Blue Kite” is a 1993 drama
directed by Tian Zhuangahuang.
• February 24: “Die Architekten” (The
Architects) tells the story of a young father
defending his creativity before the fall of the
Berlin Wall.

• March 10: “Beirut Hotel” tells the
dramatic story of Zola, a young and talented
Lebanese singer trying to break free from her
ex-husband’s control.
For more information, contact Zulema Moret,
associate professor of Spanish and coordinator
of Latin American Studies, at x12286, or
moretz@gvsu.edu.

Art Gallery to feature
magical exhibit
Magic has been a topic of both interest and
controversy that has enthralled audiences
for hundreds of
years. For some
it’s spiritualism,
and for others
it’s strictly a
performance
art. Both are
captured in the
new GVSU Art
Gallery exhibition
opening January
14 in the
Performing Arts
Center.
“Mystery, Magic,
and Mayhem:
‘Wallace the Magician’ is
Wonders from
among the works that will be
the American
featured in an exhibition at the
Museum of
Art Gallery.
Magic,” will
provide a
historical window into the worlds of illusion,
conjuring, mentalism, and escape artistry. On
loan from the American Museum of Magic in
Marshall, Michigan, are more than 30 stunning
graphic visuals and related objects associated
with legends such as Thurston, Houdini, and
Michigan’s own Harry Blackstone Sr.
The exhibition is free and open to the public.
An opening reception is planned for January 17,
from 5-7 p.m. The exhibition continues through
March 20. For more information, call the Art
Gallery at x12563.

Across Campus
Graduate students,
faculty recognized
Dozens of graduate students and three faculty
members were recognized during at the
Graduate Student Celebration on December 7.
They are listed below.
Service to the Community or Profession
• Dennis A. Bertch
• Kelli M. Damstra
• Noelle M. Kasa
• Nicolas O. Lavalard
• Stacey J. Trowbridge
Leadership and Service to GVSU
• Michael J. Breon
• Claire M. Harrison

Academic Excellence in the Major
• Michael K. Birkmeier
• Michele A. Booms
• Emily A. Burrus
• Michael K. Cardinal
• Mary L. Dougherty
• Ramya Gunda
• Amy E. Jackson
• Holly R. Kaupa
• Emily A. Sydloski
• Kyle S. Van Strien
Outstanding Thesis in the Major
• David A. Baisch
• Thomas J. Parker
• Carrie L. Steenwyk
• Ellen C. Zwarensteyn

Outstanding Dissertation in the Major
• Barbara L. Hooper
Outstanding Final Project in the Major
• Michael K. Cardinal
• Rusheeswar Challa
• Vincent K. Sam
• Kevin H. Wolf
Faculty Mentor Awards, presented by the
Graduate Student Association
• Debra Ross, associate professor of
criminal justice
• Danielle Leek, associate professor of
communications
Kimboko Inclusion Award, presented by the
Graduate Student Association
• Cynthia Mader, professor of education
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General Events
Tues., Jan. 8
4 p.m.: Padnos International Center hosts
Opening Reception for “Life in Uganda.”
LOH. Call x13898 for more information.

Wed., Jan. 9

toastmasters for more information.
1-4 p.m.: Nonprofit Volunteer and Internship
Fair. HRY. Call x12345 for more information.

Fri., Jan. 11
7:30 a.m.: Vice Provost for Health hosts West
Michigan Health Care Economic Forecast.
EC. Call x12729 for more information.

8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series: Ava Ordman, trombone, Derek Polischuk, piano. CDC. Call
x13484 for more information.

Noon: Writing Center hosts Faculty Friday.
120 LOH. Call x12922 for more information.

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

Sports

Fri., Jan. 11
10 a.m.: Track and Field hosts Bob Eubanks
Open.

Sat., Jan. 12
9 a.m.: Track and Field hosts Bob Eubanks
Open.
1 and 3 p.m.: Men’s and Women’s Basketball
host Michigan Tech.
1 p.m.: Swimming and Diving hosts Wayne
State.

Thurs., Jan. 10
Thurs., Jan. 10
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/

6 and 8 p.m.: Men’s and Women’s Basketball
host Northern Michigan.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Music faculty members Arthur Campbell and
Helen Marlais were nominated for the 2013
International Classical Music Awards, one of
the most prestigious distinctions available to
classical musicians.
A. Scott Rood, assistant professor of
hospitality and tourism management, gave a
presentation, “2012 Resort Manager’s Wage
and Compensation Study,” at the Resort and
Commercial Recreation Association annual
conference in St. Pete Beach, Florida. He was
also named president of the association.
Kevin Strychar, associate professor at the
Annis Water Resources Institute, was appointed
to the editorial board for the journal Water.
Ivo Soljan, professor of English, gave a
presentation on Charles Dickens at the Cascade
Gallery in Ada, and a presentation on Croatia at
the International Faculty and Friends meeting.
Soljan also gave presentations, “Reconstruction
of the Tower of Babel: A Curse Turned into
a Blessing,” at the ASEEES Convention in
New Orleans, Louisiana; and, “Renaissance

Quarrels Over the Public Life and Functions
of Literature,” at the Midwest Conference on
Christianity and Literature at Calvin College.
Nael Barakat, associate professor of mechanical
engineering, was elected to serve a three-year
term, from 2013-2016, as the American Society
of Mechanical Engineers District B Leader.
Maria Landon, affiliate instructor of
marketing, wrote an article, “Is a Hamburger
a Hamburger?” published in the Grand Rapids
Business Journal.
Martina Reinhold, assistant professor of
physician assistant studies, co-wrote an article,
“MEK1-RSK2 Contributes to Hedgehog
Signaling by Stabilizing GLI2 Transcription
Factor and Inhibiting Ubiquitination,”
published in the journal Oncogene.
Social work faculty members Jamie Langlois
and Scott Berlin gave a presentation, “Where
Technology, Program Assessment and Student
Needs Meet: E-Portfolios,” at the Council on
Social Work Education Annual Meeting in
Washington, D.C.

Distinguished teacher
Matthew Boelkins,
professor of
mathematics, will
receive the 2013
Distinguished
Teaching Award from
the Michigan Section
of the Mathematical
Association of
America.
The award will be
presented at the
organization’s annual
meeting in May.

Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy, wrote a
Chinese translated book, Confucius: Making
the Way Great, published by Shanghai People’s
Press.
Mark Schaub, chief international officer, and
James Goode, professor of history, received a
grant from the Turkish Coalition of America for
a program, GVSU Study Abroad in Turkey.

